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Proposed Amendment to Food and Drugs Act 
The draft of a bill that would authorize the Secretary of 
Agriculture to require the appropriate labeling of canned foods 
falling below a certain standard to be fixed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture for each variety of canned foods has been prepared 
for introduction at the present session of Congress. 


The bill was drafted hy the Committee on Special Legisla- 
tion, authorized by the Board of Directors at their meeting in 
Chicago on August 7, and is substantially in the form in which 
it will be introduced in Congress. Minor changes may be made 
in the phraseology of the bill, if found necessary to clarify its 
provisions. 


The object of the proposed legislation is to require the lab- 
eling of canned foods of inferior quality in such manner as to 
enable the consumer to identify them for what they are. It is 
not the intent, nor does the bill give authority, to define all the 
different grades of canned foods, nor to require a statement of 
the grade on the label except in the case of products falling below 
the grade to be established by the Department of Agriculture. 

The standards to be established by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture under the provisions of this proposed amendment to the 
Food and Drugs Act are not to be confused with either the pres- 
ent commercial gradings, the standards formulated by the Joint 
Committee on Definitions and Standards of the Department of 
Agriculture for the guidance of food law officials, or with the 
standards and grades adopted by the Department for the pur- 
pose of the Warehouse Act. 

The standard: to be established for each class of canned 
foods under this amendment will, in effect, draw a line based 
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on quality and require labeling of products falling below that 
line. In determining where this line shall be drawn, it is as- 
sured, the Department of Agriculture will work in full coopera- 
tion with the canning industry through appropriate committees, 


The draft of the bill follows: 


A bill to amend Section 8 of the Act entitled “An Act for preventing the 
manufacture, sale, or transportation of adulterated or misbranded or pois- 
onous or deleterious foods, drugs, medicines, and liquors, and for regulat- 


ing traffic therein, and for other purposes,” approved June 30, 1906, as 
amended. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled that Section 8 of the Act of June 
30, 1906, entitled “An act for preventing the manufacture, sale, or trans- 
portation of adulterated or mibranded or poisonous or deleterious foods, 
drugs, medicines, and liquors, and for regulating traffic therein, and for 
other purposes,” as amended, is amended by adding at the end thereof the 
following: 


Fifth. If it be canned food and falls below the standard of quality, 
condition, and/or fill of container, promulgated by the Secretary of Agri- 
culture for such canned food, and its package or label does not bear a plain 


and conspicuous statement prescribed by the Secretary of Agriculture in- 
dicating that such canned food falls below such standard. For the pur- 
poses of this paragraph, the words “canned food” mean all food which is in 
hermetically sealed containers and is sterilized by heat, except meat and 
meat food products which are subject to the provisions of the Meat Inspec- 
tion Act of March 4, 1907, (34 Stat. 1260), as amended, and except canned 
milk; the word “class” means and is limited to a generic product for which 
a standard is to be established and does not mean a grade, variety, or species 
of a generic product. The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to de- 
termine, establish, and promulgate, from time to time, a reasonable standard 
of quality, condition, and/or fill of container for each clase of canned foods 
as will, in his judgment, promote honesty and fair dealing in the interest of 
the consumer, and he is authorized to alter or modify such standard from 
time to time as, in his judgment, honesty and fair dealing in the interest 
of the consumer may require. The Secretary of Agriculture is further 
authorized to prescribe and promulgate from time to time the form of 
statement which must appear in a plain and conspicuous manner on each 
package or label of canned food which falls below the standard promul- 
gated by him, and which will indicate that such canned food falls below 
such standard, and he is authorized to alter or modify such form of state- 
ment, from time to time, as in his judgment may be necessary. In promul- 
gating such standards and forms of statements and any alteration or modi- 
fication thereof, the Secretary of Agriculture shall specify the date or dates 
when such standards shall become effective, or after which such statements 
shall be used, and shall give public notice not less than ninety days in ad- 
vance of the date or dates on which such standards shall become effective 
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if or such statements shall be used. Nothing in this paragraph shall be con- 
strued to authorize the manufacture, sale, shipment, or transportation of 
adulterated or misbranded foods. 

The proposed amendment to the Food and Drugs Act was 
recommended by the Association's Committee on Genera] Adver- 
tising on the ground that informative labeling of the lowest 
grades of canned foods is an essential prerequisite to effective 
advertising, and that the first step toward a general advertising 
campaign should be to secure legislation that will require such 
labeling. The fact that the lowest grades of canned foods can be 
sold without the consumer being able to identify them as such, 
in the judgment of the Committee, constitutes a bar that must be 
removed if the plans for a far-reaching advertising campaign 
are to be further developed. 


Tomato Tariff Brief Filed 
The brief of the National Canners Association in support 
of an increase of tariff on canned tomatoes and for maintenance 
of the present tariff on tomato paste has been filed with the 
U. S. Tariff Commission. The brief was prepared by Judge J. 
Harry Covington and Mr. Spencer Gordon of counsel for the 
Association. Copies have been mailed to all members of the 
Association who pack tomatoes and tomato paste, also to secre- 
taries of state canners associations concerned. 
The American Farm Bureau Federation has also filed a 
brief with the commission on oehalf of the growers of canners’ 
crops, supporting the petition of the canners. 


Canned Milk Markets 


Condensed and evaporated milk markets continue in a steady 
position, according to the U. S. Market News Service. Demand 
is reported as fairly active, and trading supplies are fully ain- 
ple. The features of the situation are moderate manufacturers’ 
stocks, heavy wholesale grocers’ stocks, and rather heavy pro- 
duction for the season of the year. 

Manufacturers’ stocks on November 1 totaled 203,252,086 
pounds. While this does not represent the usual decrease from 
October, being a decrease of only 8,000,000 pounds, whereas the 
average decrease for the past five years for this period has been 
about 23,000,000 pounds, it is notable that stocks are materially 
below a year ago, and but very slightly higher than the five-year 
average. 

Wholesale grocers’ stocks as of September 30, 1928, were 
25,682,500 pounds, as compared with 16,870,000 pounds on June 
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30, and 16,363,700 pounds on September 30, 1927. Apparently 
there has been a general tendency for distributors to stock up 
on concentrated milks. Most of the increase has been in evapo- 
rated milk. 


Production for October, amounting to 102,640,000 pounds, 
was about 9 per cent heavier than the previous year, although 
showing much the usual decrease from September. To some ex- 


tent this is a tendency which is seen in all branches of the dairy 
industry. 


Hearing to Consider Quarantine on “Phony” Peach Disease 


A public hearing to consider the advisability of quarantin- 
ing Georgia and Alabama on account of the “phony” peach dis- 
ease, it is announced by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
will be held before the Plant Quarantine and Control Adminis- 
tration and the Federal Plant Quarantine Board, in Washing- 
ton, D. C., at 10 a. m., December 17. 


Mexican West Coast Vegetable Shipments in 1927-28 


Records of the Traffic Department of the Southern Pacific 
Railway of Mexico show that 5,791 carloads of vegetables were 
exported from the three Mexican West Coast states between 
November 19, 1927, and June 8, 1928. Of that amount, 5,280 
carloads were shipped to the United States and 511 carloads to 
Canada. The shipments during the record season 1926-27 
amounted to 6,090 carloads, of which 5,611 went to the United 
States and 479 to Canada. 


The decline in shipments in 1927-28 compared with 1926-27 
was caused entirely by smaller shipments of tomatoes, since 
practically all other vegetables went forward in larger quanti- 
ties, particularly green peas and green peppers. The following 
table, furnished by the American consul at Nogales, shows the 
shipments during the last four seasons: 


1926-25 1925-26 27 1927-28 
Cara Car 


Cantaloupes 
Cucumbers 


3.156 
mixed vegetables. 6 Included in 
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Corn and Bean Pack in New York 

The total green bean pack in New York in 1928, according 
to statistics compiled by the Association of New York State Can- 
ners, was 772,826 cases calculated as No. 2's, as compared with 
692,806 cases in 1927, 632,900 cases in 1926, and 940,300 cases 
in 1925. 

The total wax bean pack was 325,342 cases, calculated as 
No. 2's, compared with 195,105 cases in 1927, 222,523 cases in 
1926, and 336,896 cases in 1925. 

The corn pack was 663,336 cases calculated as No. 2's, com- 
pared with 716,486 cases in 1927, 1,006,491 cases in 1926, and 
1,307,716 cases in 1925. The succotash pack in 1928 was 54,957 
cases, as against 38,334 cases in 1927, 92,769 cases in 1926, and 
115,881 cases in 1925. 

Totals of the pack are given in the following table: 


No. 2a No, 10 
Canes Dozens 


Mixed = including flat pod 
Sieve not given 
254,119 


No, 3 
Cases 
Golden Bantam 
Improved Golden Bantam 
other Yellow 
t 


Other White Varieties 
Corn on Cob 


a Including in glass and a few cases of No. 2%. 


Truck Crop Markets 


Lower temperatures were reported in most parts of the 
country during the week ending November 24 and freezing 
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No. 1 Ree 
No. as No. 2's 
Beans Cases Cases 
Ma. 8 aw 22,166 1,156 25,538 
No. 4.165 59.610 72,244 
Ne. 8 on 75,756 7.041 97,050 
NO oat 1,557 4,682 
NO. 6 20,342 116,468 16,123 184,047 
e Me, 172,287 27,735 248,921 
n © < 41,077 12.115 75,103 
Sieve Mot 45,585 ono 45,878 
0 Wax Brans 
7 Me, 1,520 2 1.015 
MO. 16 4,565 9,637 
d NO. 13,034 16,806 
NO. 1,788 204 2,552 
WO. 8 GUD 1,289 ° 1,239 
MO. 6 4.054 73,879 5.418 02,353 
7 4,717 80,827 
4,192 106,474 
4.700 
i- 22,609 325,342 
g Total 
No. 10 as No, 2's 
Dosen Cases 
10,821 345,702 
0 40,057 
655 54,587 
7 1,252 12,274 
9 Ountry cece 5,382 
2 Evergreen 10.519 2,008 26,067 
20,816 57,480 9,303 108,475 
3 liz 109 470 
| 500,582 663,336 
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weather occurred in some districts. Tender vegetables in south- 
ern Florida were affected considerably, some crops suffering 50 
per cent or more damage. Citrus fruit appears to have escaped 
injury. Cauliflower in Oregon was seriously damaged by the 
freeze of a week ago. 

Carrot shipments were increasing, especially in California. 
That State forwarded 165 cars, as against only 35 from New 
York. Movement of Florida string beans was becomiug active, 
with a total of 90 cars from that section during the week. Spin- 
ach shipments from Virginia increased to 220 cars, and Mary- 
land originated 30. 

Total carlot movement of 24 leading products held around 
16,900 cars for the week, or 3,500 more than a year ago. Grape 
shipments increased temporarily, the movement from California 
having doubled to a total of 1,220 cars. Orange output dropped 
to 1,850 cars. The 1,050 cars of oranges from California com- 
pared with 450 during the same week last season, and 750 from 
Florida fell nearly 200 below last year's corresponding record. 
Movement of 600 cars of grapefruit was somewhat heavier than 
a year ago. 

On November 1, commercial cold-storage plants in the Unit- 
ed States reported 2,871,000 barrels, 12,421,000 boxes and 4,918,- 
000 bushel baskets of apples under refrigeration. Combined hold- 
ings were 44 per cent heavier than a year ago and 30 per cent 
above the five-year average for November 1. The supply of bar- 
reled apples was about 11 per cent below average, but was 54 
per cent greater than last season. Boxes were 37 per cent more 
abundant than in November, 1927, and were 50 per cent above 
the average figure for this time of the year. Approximately 
three-fourths of the boxed apples in cold storage were still in 
Pacific Coast States. Holdings in bushel baskets exceeded the 
corresponding figure for last season by 49 per cent and were 148 
per cent above the five-year average. The proportion of the 
commercial crop being held in cold storage this year indicates 
not only an increase of storage space, particularly in the West, 
but also a general confidence in the future market. 


Weekly movement of western apples dropped further to 
2,025 cars and eastern shipments to 1,335. Eastern States were 
running 50 per cent above last season's corresponding record, 
while output of the western area was about one-fourth heavier 
than during late November, 1927. 


Tomatoes began to come from Mexico and the Bahamas. 
Acreage of this crop on the west coast of Mexico probably will 
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be less than last season, and the plantings of peas, peppers and 
string beans may be increased. Florida shipped 25 cars of to- 
matoes during the past week, while California kept within the 
moderate volume of 155 cars. 


Commodity 


Cauliflower 
Grapefruit: 


(a) Unavailable 


Review of International Canned Sardine Trade 


In 1927 the United States was the leading exporter of sar- 
dines, according to statistics presented in a review of the inter- 
national canned sardine trade, appearing in Commerce Reports 
for November 26. The total exports of the principal producing 
countries was 255,317,439 pounds, and the shipments from the 
United States 79,489,508 pounds. Other exporting countries in 
the order of their importance were Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
France, Japan and Italy, Reports from all European countries, 
except Spain, for the first nine months of 1928 indicate unsatis- 
factory sardine runs this season. 


Tomato Products Imports in October 


Imports of canned tomatoes in October were practically 
equal to those of October, 1927, but tomato paste imports were 
very much smaller. The following table shows the quantity and 
value of the imports for the first ten months of 1927 and 1928: 


¢ 
) 
J 
CARLOT SHIPMENTS 
Nov. Nov. Nov. Totalthis Total last Total 
18-24 11-17 20-26 seasonto «seasonto last 
1998 19288 1987 Nov. 24 Nov. 26 senson 
Apples, total 3.857 4,205 2.515 87,501 47,167 93,001 
1,728 o16 4.60 34,408 44.412 
2,023 2,567 1,599 $2,860 32,759 45,679 
Cabbage: 
1920 6 2 16 26 31,348 
1988 733 727 31,348 30,540 39,067 
Carrots; e 
1929 146 71 (a) (a) 6,168 
1998 (a) 6,168 (a) 6,852 
237 221 165 2.518 2,22) 9,046 
1 a 1,267 2,287 
6a 92 ™ 187 166 4.67% 
Mixed deciduous fruits .. i7 5.406 5.408 
Mixed vegetables ........ 467 30,50 a2.511 35,050 
6666060 6006066000 136 16 23,039 17,085 18,764 
Peppers: 
1920 BONBON . ‘ 61 251 3.500 
1028 BONBON . 25 a i 2.863 2.824 
Spinach: 
1928 sensOn 6 67 7 10,522 9.640 9.655 
String beans: 
1920 season .......... a7 2 ou 6.010 
© 1998 season .......... a5 6 6.610 6478 
Tomatoes: 
1928 25 20 “7 i” 29,932 
BONBON 162 74 29,932 32,570 32,665 
2 30 an 4423 
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Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
Pounds Value Pounds v 
9,206,877 £404,207 1,445,027 
936,467 
271,480 1.287.965 
270.073 1,928,165 
158,872 414,628 
137,506 1,168,572 
118,307 410,685 
154,074 069,729 
780,612 1,220,964 
19,467,120 1,068,815 2,117,567 


. 1,200,188 


583,266 56,266 

42,162 

435,023 48,651 

539,090 59.421 

$30,489 46.346 
2,708,707 273,581 45,025 
525,255 SHOTS 
3,820,110 G50.954 64,772 
19,321,480 046, 768,023 76,975 


62,812.17) 9,542,227 6.008, 858 698.503 

Grades for Canned Beets and Punipkin Drafted 
Preliminary drafts of grades for canned beets and canned 
pumpkin, for use in connection with the administration of the 
U. S. Warehouse Act, have been prepared by the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics. Copies have been submitted to interested 


canners and distributors for criticism and suggestions. 


Foods Containing Mineral Oil Adulterated 

In answer to the frequent requests received by the United 
States Department of Agriculture for information. concerning 
the legality of adding mineral oi) to foods, officials charged with 
the enforcement of the Federal Food and Drugs Act have issued 
the following statement: 

“Mineral oil is not digested and assimilated. It has neither 
food value nor condimental value; it therefore has no proper 
place in food products. Its use in foods, either as a substitute 
for edible oil in such products as mayonnaise, salad dressings 
or household flavors, or for other purposes lowers the food value 
of the finished product. This is expressly prohibited by those 
provisions of the Federal Food and Drugs Act which define a 
food as adulterated if any substance has been mixed and packed 
with the article so as to reduce or lower or injuriously affect its 
quality or strength, or if any substance has been substituted 
wholly or in part for the article. 

“Products containing mineral oi] intended for the cure, miti- 
gation or prevention of disease are drugs within the definition of 
that term set up by the act and should be plainly and conspicu- 
ously labeled as such. No unwarranted therapeutic claims should 
appear upon the labels or be made otherwise in connection with 
the sale of such products.” 


1927 lalue 
2.515 
1928 
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